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THE  MONTH  IN  BRIEF 

Congress  hopes  to  adjourn  early  enough  for  a  short  respite  before  the  party  Conventions  in  mid- August. 
But  as  each  day  passes  without  major  action  it  becomes  clearer  that  an  early  adjournment  will  ^ 
obtained  only  at  the  expense  of  much  important  legislation.  Already  it  is  generally  believed  there  will 
be  no  vote  on  United  States  participation  in  the  Organization  for  Trade  Cooperation.  For  prospects  on 
other  bills  see  the  legislative  box-score,  page  3. 

Several  items  currently  claiming  Washington  attention  are  mentioned  in  this  Newsletter — ^the  foreign 
aid  bill,  attacks  on  the  Supreme  Court  by  certain  members  of  Congress,  and  the  increasing  contacts 
with  the  Soviet  Union.  Other  items  of  interest  to  Newsletter  readers  are — disarmament,  narcotics  bills  and 
the  death  penalty,  alcohol  on  airhnes,  and  humane  slaughter. 


THE  SUPREME  COURT,  CONGRESS  AND  CIVIL  LIBERTIES 


One  of  the  notable  facts  about  this  session  of  Congress 
has  been  the  number  and  intensity  of  Congressional 
attacks  upon  the  Supreme  Court.  There  are  a  number 
of  causes  including — a  continuing  reaction  to  the 
Supreme  Court’s  May  1954  decision  outlawing  segrega¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools,  certain  recent  civil  hberties 
decisions,  and  certain  decisions  involving  labor  matters. 
Bills,  designed  to  make  the  Court  more  amenable  to  the 
will  of  Congress,  have  been  introduced.  One  calls  for  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  12-year  term 
rather  than  for  life.  Another  requires  at  least  five  years 
prior  judical  service.  This  would  have  prevented  such 
persons  as  Chief  Justices  Earl  Warren,  John  Marshall, 
Charles  Evans  Hughes,  and  Louis  Brandeis  from  serv¬ 
ing.  Other  bills  set  forth  in  detail  various  technical 
quahfications  for  appointment  to  the  Court. 

Nelson  and  Cole  Cases 

Two  Supreme  Court  decisions  on  civil  liberties  have 
especially  aroused  the  ire  of  certain  members  of  Con¬ 
gress.  In  the  Nelson  case  the  Court  held  6-3  on  April 
22  that  state  sedition  laws  are  invahd  since  the  Congress 
intended  the  Smith  Act  of  1940  to  preempt  this  field. 
Immediately  following  the  decision  a  number  of  bills 
were  introduced  in  the  Senate  and  House  to  reverse  the 
Court’s  ruhng.  The  Administration  has  approved  of 
these  bills  and  they  have  moved  through  the  legislative 
mill  rapidly.  The  Senate  Judiciary  Committee  has  al¬ 
ready  reported  S.  3617  favorably  and  it  is  now  awaiting 
floor  action.  The  House  Committee  has  favorably 
reported  H.R.  3  amended  to  apply  only  to  subversion. 

The  Philadelphia  Friends  Civil  Liberties  Committee  in 
its  amicus  curiae  brief  filed  with  the  Supreme  Court  in 
the  Nelson  case  said  that  “.  .  .  the  determination  of  how 
far  these  freedoms  [to  speak,  to  hear,  to  write  and  to 
read]  can  wisely  be  limited  should  be  for  Congress 
rather  than  for  the  legislatures  of  the  48  States.”  The 


Supreme  Court  in  its  decision  pointed  out  that  w^hile 
some  state  sedition  laws  were  drawn  with  some  care, 
“Others  are  vague  and  are  almost  wholly  without  such 
safeguards.” 

In  the  Cole  case,  the  Court  held  6-3  on  Jime  11  that 
only  those  federal  employees  who  hold  “sensitive”  jobs 
may  be  dismissed  as  security  risks.  The  following  day 
Representative  Francis  E.  Walter  of  Permsylvania  in¬ 
troduced  a  bill  (H.R.  11721)  to  cancel  the  Court’s 
ruling.  In  the  Senate,  James  O.  Eastland  of  Mississippi, 
Joseph  R.  McCarthy  of  Wisconsin,  and  Karl  E.  Mundt 
of  South  Dakota  introduced  similar  legislation. 

Restrictive  Passport  Bills 

Bills  are  also  pending  to  counter  lower  court  decisions 
liolding  that  citizens  cannot  be  denied  a  passport  without 
due  process  of  law.  H.R.  11582,  reported  favorably  by 
a  House  Judiciary  Subcommittee,  would  give  the  State 
Department  authority  to  deny  passports  on  the  basis  of 
confidential  information  from  unknown  informers.  This 
bill  has  the  State  Department’s  endorsement.  There  has 
been  added  to  this  bill  the  provision  urged  by  President 
Eisenhower  to  waive  the  fingerprint  requirement  on  a 
reciprocal  basis  with  other  countries  for  temporary 
visitors. 

Censorship  Bill  Advances 

Another  bill,  S.  1273,  which  in  effect  permits  the  Post 
Office  Department  and  the  Bureau  of  Customs  to  censor 
material  entering  the  United  States,  was  passed  by  the 
Senate  on  May  21  and  is  now  pending  in  a  subcommittee 
of  the  House  Judiciary  Committee.  Hearings  are 
scheduled  for  July  9.  This  bill  could  give  legislative  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  practices  which  have  resulted  in  the  con¬ 
fiscation  of  material  sent  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
American  Friends  Service  Committee,  especially  through 
Boston. 
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EXCHANGE  OF  PERSONS  PROGRAM 
EXPANDING 

There  appears  to  be  growing  recognition  in  Congress 
of  the  value  of  exchange  of  persons  programs.  This 
year  the  Congress  approved  $20  milhon  for  the  Govern¬ 
ment  educational  exchange  program,  a  $2  miUion  in¬ 
crease  over  last  year’s  appropriations.  In  addition  an 
amendment  was  inserted  by  Senator  WiUiam  Fulbright 
in  the  foreign  aid  bill  in  the  Senate  to  transfer  $11  mil¬ 
lion  from  the  Mutual  Security  program  to  this  program. 
A  bill  to  make  cultural  exchanges,  involving  orchestras, 
ballets,  art  shows,  athletes  and  others,  a  permanent 
United  States  poHcy  was  passed  by  the  Senate  on  March 
26  and  reported  favorably  by  the  House  Foreign  Affairs 
Committee  on  June  20. 


Value  of  Exchange  of  Persons  Programs 

Vice  President  Richard  Nixon  said  on  June  7: 

“For  the  cost  of  one  large  bomber  we  can  make 
friendships  that  will  benefit  the  free  world  for 
generations  to  come.  .  .  . 

“In  the  long  rim  the  cause  of  freedom  will  be 
served  by  breaking  through  the  Iron  Curtain 
wherever  an  opportunity  is  presented. 

“If  people  of  different  countries  can  meet  even 
behind  the  Iron  Curtain,  no  matter  what  their 
leaders  may  say,  prejudices  will  melt  away.” 


In  addition  to  the  much  pubhcized  visit  by  General 
Nathan  E.  Twining,  Air  Force  Chief  of  Staff,  to  Russia, 
these  less  dramatic  exchanges  have  taken  place  or  are 
contemplated:  an  exchange  visit  between  U.  S.  and 
Russian  clergymen,  an  exchange  of  professors  betweeen 
Harvard  and  Moscow  University,  an  exchange  of  two 
students  between  the  University  of  Chicago  and  Moscow 
University. 

But  while  limited  exchanges  are  now  possible  with  the 
Soviet  Union,  it  is  still  impossible  for  responsible  groups 
of  United  States  citizens  to  obtain  State  Department 
permission  to  visit  China  on  missions  of  goodwill. 

DISARMAMENT  HEARINGS  CONTINUED 

On  June  9,  in  Washington,  the  Senate  Subcommittee  on 
Disarmament  heard  the  views  of  26  witnesses,  many  of 
whom  represented  national  organizations.  Kenneth 
Boulding,  Professor  of  Economics  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  testified  for  the  FCNL  stressing  that  there 
are  no  insurmountable  economic  problems  in  converting 
to  a  non-mihtary  economy,  but  much  more  planning 
and  study  must  be  done  before  the  transition  can  be 
made  smoothly.  Money  released  from  arms  spending 
could  be  spent  on  the  great  backlog  of  demand  for 
schools,  roads,  hospitals,  consumer  goods  and  foreign 
assistance. 

On  June  16,  in  Minneapolis,  the  Subcommittee  received 
the  views  of  more  than  30  witnesses  at  an  all-day  hear¬ 
ing  at  the  University  of  Minnesota.  No  further  hearings 
have  been  scheduled. 

Senator  Hubert  H.  Humphrey,  Chairman  of  the  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Disarmament,  who  has  attended  and 
chaired  all  9  of  their  rtieetings,  was  the  only  Senator 


present  to  hear  the  Washington  witnesses.  Senators 
Pastore  and  S5nnington  are  the  only  other  Senators  on 
the  12-man  body  who  have  attended  more  than  half  the 
meetings;  Senator  Alben  Barkley,  who  attended  a  num¬ 
ber  of  meetings  before  his  death,  has  been  replaced 
on  the  Subcommittee  by  Senator  Russell  B.  Long  of 
Louisiana. 

U.  S.  Policy  is  not  “Disarmament” 

Harold  E.  Stassen,  Presidential  Advisor  on  Disarmament, 
said  on  Jime  4  at  a  briefing  conference  for  non¬ 
governmental  organizations  in  Washin^on,  that  the 
present  United  States  policy  is  “safeguarded  semi-dis¬ 
armament.”  The  goal  is  an  agreed  reduction  in  the  level 
of  armaments,  not  complete  disarmament.  Many  persons 
believe  this  is  a  most  unrealistic  course,  and  that  the 
problem  of  national  security  can  only  be  solved  by 
complete  disarmament  and  the  substitution  of  new 
methods  to  settle  international  disputes  without  the 
use  of  force  or  threat  of  force. 


FOREIGN  AID  BILL  APPROVED 

On  June  11  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of 
273  to  122  approved  a  foreign  aid  program  of  $3.8  bil¬ 
lion.  On  June  29,  the  Senate,  by  a  vote  of  54  to  25 
approved  a  program  of  $4.3  bilhon.  The  many  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  bills  will  now  be  ironed  out  in 
conference  and  the  revised  bill  submitted  to  each  house 
for  its  approval. 

Out  of  the  welter  of  confusing  and  conflicting  state¬ 
ments  and  votes,  several  facts  have  emerged  so  far: 

•  122  members  of  the  House  and  25  members  of  the 
Senate  voted  against  any  further  foreign  aid,  mih- 
tary  or  economic. 

•  There  was  substantial  sentiment  against  increasing 
military  aid  on  the  part  of  those  traditionally  in 
favor  of  a  foreign  aid  program.  In  the  House,  the 
Foreign  Affairs  Committee  cut  mihtary  aid  by  $1 
bilhon  and  a  move  to  restore  $600  milhon  in  mili¬ 
tary  assistance  was  defeated  192  to  112.  Many  who 
voted  against  the  increase  voted  for  the  final  bill. 
In  the  Senate,  Senators  Fulbright  of  Arkansas,  Mans¬ 
field  of  Montana,  Morse  of  Oregon,  and  others  voted 
against  the  $600  milhon  increase  in  mihtary  aid  re¬ 
quested  by  the  President.  They  favored  increased 
economic  aid. 

•  The  cuts  in  the  foreign  aid  program  which  President 
Eisenhower  brought  the  greatest  pressure  to  restore, 
and  to  which  most  pubhcity  was  given,  were  for 
mihtary  aid  not  economic  aid. 

•  Despite  a  great  deal  of  criticism  of  the  position  of 
neutrals  such  as  Nehru,  aid  to  them  was  continued. 
The  House  voted  62  to  28,  and  the  Senate  56  to  23, 
to  continue  development  assistance  to  India. 

The  Congress  failed  to  signify  its  approval  of  a  United 
States  commitment  to  SUNFED.  The  Senate  Foreign 
Relations  Committee  which  considered  an  amendment 
supporting  SUNFED  did  not  include  it  in  the  bill  as 
reported,  one  reason  apparently  being  a  fear  of  un¬ 
favorable  comment  and  an  adverse  vote  on  the  floor. 
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CHECKLIST  OF  SOME  UNFINISHED  BUSINESS  ON  WHICH  CONGRESS  SHOULD 

ACT  BEFORE  IT  ADJOURNS 

(Watch  yoxir  newspapers  for  latest  details.  Write  or  call  your  Senators  and  Congressmen  on  issues  you 

feel  concerned  about.  See  Action  Arrows  for  suggestions  on  issues  where  citizen  action  can  be  especially 

effective  in  shaping  poHcy,  here  in  Washington.) 

Immigration  Leaders  of  both  parties  have  officially  called  for  drastic  changes  in  the  McCarran-Walter 
Act.  At  this  writing,  chances  for  any  substantial  changes  are  extremely  small.  The 
only  legislation  so  far  in  sight  at  all  is  a  bill  (H.R.  6888)  to  admit  some  350  Basque  sheep- 
herders  which  passed  the  House  last  year  and  was  reported  by  the  Senate  Judiciary 
Committee  on  June  13. 

Refugees  The  Refugee  Relief  Act  of  1953  will  expire  on  December  31,  1956,  without  the  admission 

of  the  214,000  persons  permitted  in  the  Act.  Bills  are  pending  to  extend  and  hberalize 
the  Act,  but  their  passage  now  appears  doubtful. 

OTC  H.R.  5550  authorizing  United  States  participation  in  the  Organization  for  Trade  Coopera¬ 

tion  remains  in  the  House  Rules  Committee.  It  is  extremely  xmlikely  that  it  will  be 
brought  to  the  floor  this  session  since  Administration  and  Congressional  leaders  feel  it 
might  be  defeated.  On  this  and  other  controversial  Administration  measxires  the  lack  of 
Presidential  leadership  due  to  the  President’s  illness  has  been  keenly  felt. 

Civil  Rights  The  House  Judiciary  Committee  has  favorably  reported  H.R.  627,  a  mild  bill  providing 
a  study  of  violations  of  voting  rights  in  the  South  and  containing  certain  provisions 
to  help  ensure  that  Negroes  will  not  be  prevented  from  voting  by  intimidation,  coercion 
or  violence. 

The  House  Rules  Committee  on  Jtme  27  reported  the  bill  to  the  floor  by  a  vote  of  8-3. 
A  previous  attempt  to  discharge  the  bill  from  the  Rules  Committee  by  petition  failed. 
If  passed  by  the  House,  the  bill  must  still  be  approved  in  the  Senate  where  opponents  can 
^^^use  the  filibuster  to  defeat  it  unless  2/3  of  the  Senators  vote  to  limit  debate.  Now 
is  the  time  to  write  your  Congressmen  urging  him  to  vote  for  H.R.  627  when  it  is 
debated  in  the  House.  Urge  yom:  Senators  to  support  this  measure,  if  and  when  it 
reaches  them. 

School  Construction  Debate  in  the  House  on  the  Federal  aid  for  school  construction  biU  began  on  June  28. 

Supporters  feel  the  bill  can  be  passed  without  the  addition  to  it  of  the  Powell  amendment. 
If  passed  by  the  House,  the  Senate  must  still  act.  Passage  of  some  form  of  school 
construction  aid  is  expected  because  of  the  tremendous  demonstrated  needs. 

The  House  Education  and  Labor  Committee  on  Jime  20  voted  14-10  not  to  approve  the 
bill  of  Congressman  Stewart  Udall  of  Arizona  to  grant  special  federal  aid  to  school 
districts  desiring  to  integrate.  Opponents  cited  the  unknown  cost  involved. 

Consent  of  Indians,  S.  51  Although  the  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  preventing  the  states  from  assuming 
civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction  over  Indians  by  unilateral  action,  the  House  Indian  Sub¬ 
committee  has  failed  to  act  on  the  bill.  Prospects  for  final  action  are  dim.  Congressman 
James  A.  Haley  of  Florida,  Chairman  of  the  House  Indian  Affairs  Subcommittee 
can  make  the  decision  to  push  this  bill  forward. 

Indian  Vocational  Training  and  Sanitation  Facilities  Bills  in  the  House  (H.R.  9904)  and  Senate 
(S.  3416)  which  provide  for  vocational  training  for  Indians  18  to  35  years  old  for 
a  maximum  of  two  years  are  moving  forward.  Prospects  for  the  passage  of  these  bills 
appears  good  at  this  writing. 

Although  a  major  cause  of  Indian  sickness  and  death  is  poor  sanitary  facilities,  it  appears 
imhkely  that  the  Congress  will  enact  legislation  this  session  to  meet  this  problem  in 
a  major  way.  Two  bills,  H.R.  9150  and  H.R.  9209  by  Congressmen  Stewart  L.  Udall  of 
Arizona  and  Walter  H.  Judd  of  Minnesota  respectively,  have  not  been  reported  out 
^^^by  the  House  Indian  Affairs  Subcommittee,  which  has  already  held  its  last  formal 
scheduled  meeting.  Write  Congressman  Haley,  Senator  Joseph  C.  O’Mahoney  and  other 
Subcommittee  members  xirging  support  of  better  sanitation  facilities. 
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Humane  Slaughter  Bills 

Similar  bills  introduced  in  Senate  and  House  would 
provide  for  the  humane  slaughter  of  livestock  and 
poultry.  S.  1636  introduced  by  Senator  Hubert  Humph¬ 
rey  of  Minnesota  calls  for  animals  to  be  rendered  in¬ 
sensible  by  means  “determined  by  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  to  be  rapid,  effective,  and  humane,”  before 
being  bled  or  slaughtered.  Bills  in  the  House  include 
H.R.  8540  introduced  by  Congresswoman  Martha  W. 
Grifi&ths  of  Michigan,  and  H.R.  9603  by  Congressman 
Edgar  W.  Hiestand  of  California. 

In  most  plants  hogs  are  slaughtered  by  being  strimg  up 
by  one  hind  leg  and  then  bled  to  death;  cattle  are 
driven  into  a  “knocking”  pen  where  they  are  hit  on  the 
head  with  a  hammer — the  “knocker”  is  often  not  able 
to  floor  the  animal  on  the  first  blow. 

Congresswoman  Griffiths  said  in  a  hearing  before-  a 
Subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Agriculture  Committee  on 
May  10  that  humane  slaughtering  would  reduce  finan¬ 
cial  losses  resulting  from  meat  bruised  in  present 
processes,  now  amounting  to  $50  million  a  year. 

Meatpackers  who  oppose  “compulsory  and  dictatorial 
legislation”  contend  that  the  industry  is  now  testing 
methods  for  less  painful  slaughter.  Norman  Draper  of 
the  American  Meat  Institute  in  a  letter  to  the  New 
York  Times  of  June  5  states  that  use  of  electric  shock 
to  produce  unconsciousness  “either  spoils  the  meat  or 
prevents  inspectors  from  determining  whether  or  not 
the  animals  are  suitable  for  human  consumption.”  The 
Hormel  Company  now  anaesthetizes  hogs  before  slaugh¬ 
ter  with  carbon  dioxide. 

Those  interested  should  write  Senator  Allen  J.  Ellender, 
Chairman,  Senate  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Com¬ 


mittee,  and  Congressman  Harold  D.  Cooley,  Chairman, 
House  Agricultmre  Committee,  lu-ging  action. 

Narcotics 

It  now  appears  possible  that  a  bill  designed  to  control 
the  narcotics  traffic  will  be  passed  by  Congress  without 
allowing  the  use  of  wiretapping  to  obtain  evidence,  but 
the  feature  of  a  discretionary  death  penalty  for  certain 
violators  may  be  included.  FCNL  worked  vigorously 
to  have  both  provisions  removed. 

The  Senate  version  passed  on  May  31  contained  a  death 
penalty  provision,  but  the  House  bill  passed  on  June  20 
did  not.  The  House-Senate  conferees  on  June  27  ap¬ 
proved  a  bill  which  would  permit  the  death  penalty  for 
sellers  of  heroin  to  persons  under  18  years  of  age. 

While  the  bill  provides  stiff  penalties  for  sellers  of 
narcotics,  it  makes  no  provision  for  treatment  and 
rehabilitation  of  drug  addicts  deemed  necessary  by 
medical  experts  if  the  problem  is  to  be  permanently 
solved.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  legislation  to  accomplish 
these  ends  will  receive  as  speedy  consideration  by  the 
Congress  next  year  as  this  bill  did. 

Liquor  on  Airlines 

H.R.  8000,  one  of  nine  bills  introduced  in  Congress  to 
prohibit  hquor  service  on  airlines  has  been  approved 
by  the  House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  Com¬ 
mittee  and  is  awaiting  action  by  the  House  Rules  Com¬ 
mittee.  At  present  six  airlines  serve  liquor  aloft  despite 
opposition  by  the  Airline  Stewards  and  Stewardesses 
Association  and  the  Air  Line  Pilots  Association  because 
of  safety  hazards. 

The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  has  not  acted  to  prevent 
the  service  of  alcoholic  beverages  contending  that  no 
evidence  of  danger  exists.  In  March  1956  the  Air  Line 
Pilots  Association  released  from  their  files  reports  de¬ 
tailing  the  irresponsible  actions  of  intoxicated  passengers 
who  were  potential  safety  hazards. 
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